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“We tried to live with 120 percent intensity, rather than waiting for death. We read and read, trying to
understand why we had to die in our early twenties. We felt the clock ticking away towards our death, every
sound of the clock shortening our lives.” So wrote Irokawa Daikichi, one of the many kamikaze pilots, or
tokkotai, who faced almost certain death in the futile military operations conducted by Japan at the end of
World War II. 

This moving history presents diaries and correspondence left by members of the tokkotai and other Japanese
student soldiers who perished during the war. Outside of Japan, these kamikaze pilots were considered
unbridled fanatics and chauvinists who willingly sacrificed their lives for the emperor. But the writings
explored here by Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney clearly and eloquently speak otherwise. A significant number of the
kamikaze were university students who were drafted and forced to volunteer for this desperate military
operation. Such young men were the intellectual elite of modern Japan: steeped in the classics and major
works of philosophy, they took Descartes’ “I think, therefore I am” as their motto. And in their diaries and
correspondence, as Ohnuki-Tierney shows, these student soldiers wrote long and often heartbreaking
soliloquies in which they poured out their anguish and fear, expressed profound ambivalence toward the war,
and articulated thoughtful opposition to their nation’s imperialism. 

A salutary correction to the many caricatures of the kamikaze, this poignant work will be essential to anyone
interested in the history of Japan and World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hofmeister:

The book Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Kamikaze
Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers has simple shape but
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Evelyn Brown:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such
as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Nicole Montes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student
Soldiers it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
provides high quality.

Rodney Natale:

Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections of Japanese Student Soldiers can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Kamikaze Diaries: Reflections



of Japanese Student Soldiers but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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