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As Americans enter the new century, their interest in the past has never been greater. In record numbers they
visit museums and historic sites, attend commemorative ceremonies and festivals, watch historically based
films, and reconstruct family genealogies. The question is, Why? What are Americans looking for when they
engage with the past? And how is it different from what scholars call "history"? In this book, David
Glassberg surveys the shifting boundaries between the personal, public, and professional uses of the past and
explores their place in the broader cultural landscape. Each chapter investigates a specific encounter between
Americans and their history: the building of a pacifist war memorial in a rural Massachusetts town; the
politics behind the creation of a new historical festival in San Francisco; the letters Ken Burns received in
response to his film series on the Civil War; the differing perceptions among black and white residents as to
what makes an urban neighborhood historic; and the efforts to identify certain places in California as worthy
of commemoration. Along the way, Glassberg reflects not only on how Americans understand and use the
past, but on the role of professional historians in that enterprise. Combining the latest research on American
memory with insights gained from Glassberg's more than twenty years of personal experience in a variety of
public history projects, Sense of History offers stimulating reading for all who care about the future of
history in America.
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From reader reviews:

Carole Garner:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Sense of History: The
Place of the Past in American Life will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited
book with you?

Adam Perlman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Sense of History: The
Place of the Past in American Life book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Shannon Thomas:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Sense of History: The Place of the Past in American Life as your daily resource
information.

Gerald McMullen:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This reserve Sense of History: The Place of the Past in American Life was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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