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In the early 1960s, whenever the Today Show discussed integration, wlbt-tv, the nbc affiliate in Jackson,
Mississippi, cut away to local news after announcing that the Today Show content was “network news . . .
represent[ing] the views of the northern press.” This was only one part of a larger effort by wlbt and other
local stations to keep African Americans and integrationists off Jackson’s television screens. Watching Jim
Crow presents the vivid story of the successful struggles of African Americans to achieve representation in
the tv programming of Jackson, a city many considered one of the strongest bastions of Jim Crow
segregation. Steven D. Classen provides a detailed social history of media activism and communications
policy during the civil rights era. He focuses on the years between 1955—when Medgar Evers and the naacp
began urging the two local stations, wlbt and wjtv, to stop censoring African Americans and discussions of
integration—and 1969, when the U.S. Court of Appeals issued a landmark decision denying wlbt renewal of
its operating license.

During the 1990s, Classen conducted extensive interviews with more than two dozen African Americans
living in Jackson, several of whom, decades earlier, had fought to integrate television programming. He
draws on these interviews not only to illuminate their perceptions—of the civil rights movement, what they
accomplished, and the present as compared with the past—but also to reveal the inadequate representation of
their viewpoints in the legal proceedings surrounding wlbt’s licensing. The story told in Watching Jim Crow
has significant implications today, not least because the Telecommunications Act of 1996 effectively undid
many of the hard-won reforms achieved by activists—including those whose stories Classen relates here.
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From reader reviews:

William McClanahan:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Watching Jim
Crow: The Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions) suitable to you? The actual
book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Watching Jim Crow: The
Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions)is a single of several books in which
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Simona Vela:

Beside this specific Watching Jim Crow: The Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing
Passions) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Watching Jim Crow: The
Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also
read it from today!

Jennifer Day:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Watching Jim Crow: The Struggles over
Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions).

Danielle Tilley:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or



just in search of the Watching Jim Crow: The Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing
Passions) when you essential it?
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